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TAKE HOME AND BRING BACK BOOKS

Dear Families,

The students in kindergarten, first, and second grade who participate in the Title One Reading program use a
research-based curriculum titled, Leveled Literacy Intervention, or LLI. It was created by the Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
Company, and it closely aligns with the reading curriculum that is currently being used in the general education
setting, Benchmark Literacy. It expands on many of the reading skills and strategies that the students learn and
practice during our daily lessons, and it comes with some wonderful literature for the students to read and enjoy. The
program also has an at-home extension component so that families can be aware of the literature that the students
are reading in class AND so students can practice and reinforce the reading skills that they are learning.

The students have been working hard to review a variety of foundational literacy skills and syllable patterns so that
they can continue applying them while reading literature. The LLI program allows for students to be able to apply
these skills in a gradual and staggered approach to help them continue to expand their beginning reading and writing
skills while building confidence along the way. Most nights your child will bring home a reading bag and inside you can
expect to find a black and white ‘Take home & Bring back’ book. The purpose of the ‘Take home & Bring back’ books
is to strengthen the students’ reading skills by allowing them to reread a recently read story to a family member.
Occasionally, due to the limited number of copies that we have of each book, it may be a book that we have not read
together in class yet, but will be within the next day or two. Either way, when your child has finished reading the story
to a family member the students should return the ‘Take home & Bring back’ book to school the next day in their
canvas book bag so that another student can have a turn reading it at home as well.

The extra reading practice with literature that is near to their independent reading level will help to establish or
strengthen your child’s nightly reading routines. As we continue through the curriculum, the difficulty of the texts will
alternate with each story to build confidence with the easier ones and to challenge readers with the more difficult
ones. If you do not already have a nightly reading routine, some families find it works best to have students read
while in the car on the way to ball games or practices, during supper preparation, or before bedtime. By having
students read something at their reading level every night gives them the opportunity to develop and reinforce their
reading skills and build their interest in literature. Keeping the practice ‘fun’ and limited to no more than 20 minutes a
night can make a HUGE impact on your child’s reading and academic skills. Most of the books are not very long so if
students have other literature that they would also like to read or have read to them, it should still work to do so.

Once the student returns the ‘Take home & Bring back book’, he/she will be given the next book in the series to bring
home. Hopefully, these tools and routines will be helpful to our students and to your family. We value your role in
your child’s academic success, and we are excited to be partnering with you to help your child reach and exceed their
grade level goals and expectations! If you have questions about any components of the LLI program, please feel free
to contact me by email or by calling La Porte City Elementary before school at 319-342-3033. Thanks again for the
opportunity to work with your child on one of the most important academic skills that they will ever learn!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Peters

| peters@union.k12.ia.us
K-4 Title One Reading Teacher
La Porte City Elementary
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