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Message From Mr. Weber

Greetings from DG! We are approaching a very exciting Homecoming week! Please note
the dress up days on page 2 of this newsletter. Please encourage your students to dress
up on these different days! We will also be having a short pep rally in our gym and some
activities planned for Friday afternoon. GO KNIGHTS!

September 18th-September 22nd

Weekly Schedule

Monday: 9/18 Day 6: Library/Art

Cheeseburger on Bun

Tuesday: 9/19 Day 1: PE
Soft Shell Taco

Wednesday: 9/20 Day 2: Music
Popcorn Chicken with Tea Roll

Thursday: 9/21 Day 3: Library/Art

French Toast Sticks with Sausage

Friday: 9/22 Day 4: PE

Pepperoni Pizza
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Upcoming Events

September 27th- 1:00 Dismissal. Picture Day
September 28th- Safety Day at Youngblut Ag.

October 9th- NO SCHOOL (Professional Development)
October 17th & 19th- 2:25 Dismissal (P/T Conferences)
October 20th- NO SCHOOL (Teacher Comp Day)
October 25th- 1:00 Dismissal

2023 HOMECOMING
ELEMENTARY DRESS UP DAYS

for La Porte City and DG Elementary Schools
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Mrs. Sorensen

Hello, my name is Karla Sorensen, and | teach 5th grade at DG Elementary! Let's just say |

have been teaching for many years. = When | interviewed for this position, | had no idea
where Dysart was, so | am very lucky to have found and joined the Union Community
School District Family. | have never taught anywhere else or any other grade. 5th grade is
the best!

| graduated from BGM High School in Brooklyn, IA, and then
continued my education at the University of Northern lowa
receiving a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education, including a
math and reading minor. | have also enjoyed coaching volleyball,
soccer, and softball over the years.

[ live in LaPorte City with my husband, Mitch, and three kids:

Reagan - Senior (How can | have a senior?), Caden - Sophomore, and
Jace - 7th Grade. We also have a pet Cavachon named Kota. You can see us on the
football or cross country field, basketball court, soccer field, or at the track during the
year cheering on the Union Knights. If we are not at these places, we are cheering on the
Union Knights somewhere else. We wouldn't have it any other way. In our free time, we

enjoy taking vacations and visiting family and friends!

Our school community is the best as we truly strive to do what is best for our students.

Go Knights!
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Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)

PTO Fall Festival News:
We have had donations for the silent auction so far from 16 businesses including: Omaha Zoo,
UNI Athletics, Hurling Hatches, Gallagher Bluedorn and lowa State Athletics! To see a full list of
donors go to the DG Elementary PTO website and look under business partners. We have
secured two balloon artists and kids pedal pull! Be sure to mark the date on your calendars, you
aren't going to want to miss this event! There will be something for everyone to enjoy!

There is still time to sign up to play pickleball, cook chili, pumpkin desserts and volunteer! Please
follow the links below:

Volunteer form:

https://forms.gle/ECY4sv8yAXmZLLmz5

Chili Cook Off form: https://forms.gle/Kpaap8rTxxuxSbh8x7

Pumpkin Dessert Contest: https://forms.gle/WGecoMHBgcUgzMLy9

Pickleball Tournament:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURS9AIQ0926Ae1nuUFbp53g3AHJQjgIVMIERYrCOCurN
Q-Nw/viewform

PTO Meetings:
DATE CHANGE - Monthly PTO meetings will be taking place on the second Wednesday of the month at 6
pm in the DG Elementary Library.

Teacher Wishlists:
Amazon Wishlists created by teachers have been added to our Facebook page. If you are not on it please

join us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/DGElementarySchoolPTO

&l Water Bottle Fundraiser:
' We are excited to be partnering with Etched at Midnight, LLC for our first
fundraiser this year! We are selling these metal water bottles! Order forms
were sent home with kids. If you need another one please email
DGElementaryPTO@gmail.com. These would be amazing Christmas gifts,
and can even be personalized. There are TWO designs- Union & DG
% Elementary and THREE color options- red, white or black and come in
= TWOsizes!

| Checks are preferred. Please make them out to DG PTO and attach to the
- order form or put it in an envelope!



https://forms.gle/ECY4sv8yAXmZLLmz5
https://forms.gle/Kpaap8rTxxuxSb8x7
https://forms.gle/WGecoMHBgcUqzMLy9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURS9AIQ096Ae1nuUFbp53q3AHJQjgIVMJERYrC0CurNQ-Nw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURS9AIQ096Ae1nuUFbp53q3AHJQjgIVMJERYrC0CurNQ-Nw/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DGElementarySchoolPTO
mailto:DGElementaryPTO@gmail.com
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- FESTIVA

04 * PLEASE JOIN US
SEPTEMBER FROM 2.7 PM

*more detailed schedule to follow*
Dysart City Park

HELP FUND THE *
DG PLAYGROUND

- CARNIVAL GAMES « CHILI COOK OFF

. BINGO « PUMPKIN
- DUNK TANK DESSERT
. FOOD CONTEST M
« SILENT AUCTION . HAYRIDES
. CHICKEN CHIP . PICKLEBALL
+ BINGO *  TOURNAMENT
4+ MUsIC . CAKE WALK

AND MORE! |
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Norma Anders Public Library
September Newsletter

What'’s New at the Norma Anders Public Library

Weekly Programs are Back! We're changing things up again at the library. Find fun any day
with weekly themed programs offering art projects, STEM challenges and more! With multiple
projects, we hope to find something fun for everyone.

September 18-23 STEAM @ the Library: Colors

September 25-30 Kids Create! Fall Art

Preschool Stories @ More! Join us Monday mornings at 10:15 a.m. for interactive stories,
finger plays and music at this early literacy program for preschoolers! Older children and
younger children are always welcome to join the fun!

Play Café: We're trying something new! Your littles can have fun playing in our children&#39;s area,
while parents and caregivers can connect and make friends. Play with blocks, board books, trains
and more at this unstructured play program for preschoolers and under every Wednesday and
Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to Noon.

Fun Fridays: Stop in the library on Friday afternoons to have fun with minute-to-win-it
challenges and games.

Early Out Days: Have fun with STEAM Centers from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in addition to our regular
weekly programs.

Brainfuse

Brainfuse is an online resource provider for homework help and tutoring, career services,
veteran’s support, and more. Brainfuse offers innovative services designed to meet patron needs.
Users decide how they want to acquire a skill or grasp a concept, and Brainfuse gives them the
tools to master it.

The State Library contracts with Brainfuse to offer lowa libraries access to the following online
resources:

HelpNow: homework assistance and live tutoring service for patrons of all ages (note:
HelpNow: is only available to lowa public libraries at this time).

JobNow: one-of-a-kind career assistance that covers all major aspects of job hunting.

VetNow: helps veterans and their families understand and apply for eligible benefits.

One feature that sets Brainfuse apart is the live tutoring, job coaching and veteran support
available during most afternoons and evenings. Patrons can access these services after clicking
the library’s Brainfuse link and creating an account. Once a patron selects a live service, an
online whiteboard automatically launches and patrons are able to communicate in live, online
sessions with expert tutors, job coaches or veteran navigators.
https://www.brainfuse.com/highed/helpNow.asp?a_id=30E70372&amp;ss=&amp;r=
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Union Elementary Goals

Each year, the instructional teams from DG Elementary and LPC Elementary get together to
discuss our common goals. These goals address needs that we feel will impact student learning
the most.

UNION ELEMENTARY BUILDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2023-2024

Goal 1 Focus: MTSS- Tier | Universal Instruction (2 years)

By Spring 2024, Union Elementary will increase effectiveness of data-based decisions using screeners (mylGDIs, FAST),
formative assessments to increase the percentage of students passing classroom (Benchmark Literacy, Everyday
Math, Science & Social Studies) and state summative assessments (ISASP) to 80% (Healthy Universal Instruction).

Goal 2 Focus: MTSS- Tier Il Intervention System
By Spring 2024, Union Elementary teachers will gain a more comprehensive understanding of the MTS55 process to

develop and implement a more thorough Tier Il intervention system to provide targeted support to students who
require additional assistance beyond the core curriculum.

Goal 3 focus: SEL (Changemakers)

By Spring 2024, Union Elementary will analyze SAEBRS, mySAEBRS, and Closegap data to promote the development of
students’ emotional intelligence, interpersonal skills, and overall well-being by continuing to implement our SEL
curriculum, Changemakers.




