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Next Week's Schedule

Upcoming May Dates

Mon., May 10 - 154th Day of School)-Day5(L&PE)
- Regular Day of School
Tues., May 11 - 155th Day ofSchool-Day 6(PE&M)
- Regular Day of School
Wed., May 12 - 156th Day of School)-Day1(L&M)
- Regular Day of School
Thurs., May 13 - 157th DayofSchool-Day2(A&PE)
- 3:30-5:00 Retirement Party
Fri., May 14 - 158th Day of School - Day3(M&PE)
- Regular Day of School

Next Year's Elem. Class Lists

We are in the process of compiling class lists for
next year. We believe we have a competent and
experienced teaching staff which works hard to

provide the best education possible for all students.

We take many factors into consideration when
putting together these lists. They are: number
balance, gender balance, behavior balance, and
academic balance, which involves Title I readin
ELP, and Resource students. If you have

We are using FAST data to help place
students to have balanced classrooms. Due to the
new state mandated FAST assessments, weekly
progress monitoring, and interventions, parent
special concerns will be considered but may not be
able to be met. We have to keep a balance of
student academics with the FAST progress
monitoring and assessments in each classroom.

Track & Field - Fun & Fitness Days

This year, due to COVID 19 and the Black Hawk
County contact tracing guidelines we will not
have a formal Track & Field Day for 3™, 4th, & 5th
grade students and a Fun & Fitness Day for K,
1st, and 2" grade students. We are hoping to be
resume this next year.

Spring Grade Level Field Trips

This year, due to COVID 19 and the Black Hawk
County contact tracing guidelines we will be
limiting field trips to 1 per grade level. We are
setting the requirements that these will be in an
outdoor setting and all contact tracing guidelines
will still be followed. It may be as simple as the
class walking to the city park, etc. Each grade will
let parents know the specifics, when they have
them.

May 7 - 5% Bechtold to MS Shadow Day

May 7 - 3™ Gr. to Mrs. Arhart’s Garden

May 13 - Retirement Party 3:30-5:30(front lawn)
May 18 - 5% Gr. to Hartman Reserve

May 19 - Library Books Due

May 21 - 3™ Gr Pen Pal Picnic Hickory Hills PM
May 24 - Early Dismissal - 2:25 Walkers/2:35 Bus
May 27 - No School - Memorial Day

May 28 - 15t Gr. to Cedar Valley Arboretum

May 28 - 2nd Gr to Bloomsbury Farm

June 4 - Last Day of School: Regular Dismissal

Garden Party Open House to Honor
Retiring La Porte City Elem. Staff

The La Porte City Elementary Social Committee will
be honoring the 2019-20 and 2020-2021 retirees with
a Garden Party Open House on May 13 from 3:30-
5:00pm. Weather permitting, the event will be held
outside along Gates Street. In the event of inclement
weather the event will take place in the elementary
gym. Social distancing and masks will be required for
the indoor event. Retirees: 2019-20: Dee Blanshan &
Cheryl Larison. 2020-21: Deb Jungling, Rory Clark,
Patti Juhl, Patty Bohnstengel, Cindy Bruce, Jody
Keller, Polly Schares, and Kathy Willems.

Kindergarten Parent Meeting

The La Porte City Elementary building had a parent
meeting for next year’s 2021-22 kindergarten students
this past Wed., April 28. We will not have kindergarten
roundup this year. We will have a new kindergarten
orientation the day prior to the first day of school.
More information about the orientation will be sent out
over the summer. If you were not able to make the
parent meeting we do have copies of the PowerPoint.
Please contact the elementary office if you have any
questions.

Last Day of School for 2020-21

Superintendent Travis Fleshner announced that based
on action by the Union School Board at their April 5
meeting, the final day of school for TK-12 students will
be Friday, June 4. This day will be a full day of
school with dismissal being at 3:10 for walkers/car
riders and 3:25 for bus students. District students will
have met the state mandated requirement for
instructional hours for the year.



La Porte City Waves Swim Team
The LPC Waves Swim Team registration link is
LIVE! Please register your swimmers by Monday,
May 10t

https://cui.active.com/sports-

reg/login?a=01241b6b-4a22-4c4c-a3a0-

55d938ebc327 Team participation is open to

youth ages 5 and older who can swim one length
of the pool unassisted. The registration fee is $60
per swimmer with reductions offered for additional
family members ($30 for club fees and $30 for
USA swimming registration card), plus a $5
“splash fee” per meet. A reduced fee is also
available for those on free/reduced lunch with
proof of eligibility. Practices will likely begin after
school May 31st - June 4th, with the regular
practice times beginning June 7th. The regular
schedule includes two daily practice times of 12
to 1 PM and/or 4:30 to 5:30 PM - come to one or
both! A parent letter with more information will be
emailed to the addresses used to register during
the week of May 10. Questions can be sent

to Ipcswimteam@amail.com. We post regular
updates on Facebook

at www.facebook.com/LaPorteCityWaves.

Hawkins Memorial Library News

Mother’s Day is coming! Put a smile on mom’s
and grandma’s faces on Mother’s Day by making
them a special card. Mother’s Day Card Kid’s Kits
are in the library and can be picked up to be
assembled at home. These free kits include the
basic materials — all you will need are scissors and
glue. Mom deserves the joy of a homemade card.
Row, Row, Row Your Boat by Jane Cabrera is the
May window story you can read along with while
strolling downtown. In this book you’ll find a
vibrantly-painted rain forest, where readers can
squeak, bark, and chatter along with a kitten and
puppy rowing their way down the stream. You’ll
uncover one delightful animal surprise after
another. Beginning at the library, follow the
directions to find the next book section to read
each set of pages posted.

Hawkins Memorial Library receives new books for
all ages each week. Drop in and check out what is
on our shelves from the more than 21,000 books,
DVDs, magazines, and audiobooks that are
available. And if we don’t have what you are
looking for ask us to borrow it from another library
through our interlibrary loan system at no charge.

PARENT RESOURCE:

Parent Return to Schools Plan

Listed below are specific building guidelines that the La
Porte City Elementary building will follow for the 2020-21
school year. These guidelines were developed from
recommendations from the Black Hawk County Public
Health Department and our Union Community School
District’s Return to Learn Plan. Some of these guidelines
may be subject to change as recommended by the
Public Health Department and Department of Education.

Main Focus

All plans are designed around the main focus of social
distancing and the safety of our students and staff. This
will be done with keeping classrooms and grade levels
together as much as possible and not mixing with other
grades

Start Date & Time

Union Community Schools will begin face to face classes
on Aug. 27, 2020. We moved the start date back from
Aug. 24, due to power outage in the district. We will still
run a shortened day schedule from 8:00-2:15 district-
wide. Atthe LPC elementary, 2:15 is actually 2:25 for
walkers/town students and 2:35 for bus students. A
shortened day schedule will run from August 27 to
October 2. We will re-evaluate this schedule as the fall
progresses. The 2:35-3:30 time will be for teachers to
work on Remote Learning, PLC’s, grade level meetings,
and planning time. If the district decides to have a two
hour late start due to weather conditions, the district will
follow a two hour late start schedule with a regular
dismissal time of 3:10 walkers/town - 3:25 for bus. On
Feb. 1 all UCSD buildings will go back to regular
dismissal times.

Prescreen Students at Home

Parents will screen their children at home for fever or
chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose,
nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. Call the elementary
office and a medical professional if your child is
symptomatic. Students do not report to school if they
are symptomatic.

Pick Up and Drop Off Of Students

Parents are encouraged to stay in their vehicles
during drop-off and pick-up times and/or practice
social distancing if you need to come to the office. If
picking up for an appointment, please call the office,
and we will send your student out to you.
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Entering and Exiting the Building
Students will enter and exit the building through
their classroom’s outside door following the
schedule below:

Gates St. Side Main Hallway  Fillmore St. Side

KP KJ TK
KL 1P 4N
1J 1D 4S
2N 3A 4J
2P 5S
3G 5B

Preschool will use the side door next to the SB field
In the morning, students will report directly to their
classroom. If they are having breakfast, they will then
go to the breakfast room after they have dropped off
their backpacks and coats. If students are not riding
the bus and will not be eating breakfast they are
encouraged not to come to school prior to
8:00. All students need to be in the building by
the 8:05 Tardy Bell. Students and parents are
encouraged not to congregate at or around their
student’s classroom’s door before and after school.
During dismissal, classrooms will be released one at a
time.

Classrooms

Student desks will be spaced out in the classroom
as much as possible (3-6 feet apart) for social
distancing, facing the same direction. Community
sharing items will be limited as much as possible -
students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer
before and after the use of them. When students
are in small groups they will wear masks and be
with others that they normally sit near. Hallway
doors will be left opened to reduce the number of
students touching the door handles throughout the
day. When lining up, students will be near others
that they sit by and should keep their hands to
themselves, wear masks, and practice social
distancing. Student backpacks will be spaced out
using the classroom hooks or spaced out around
the room. All classes will be required to keep
track of seating charts in large and small groups.

Face Coverings

Face coverings that cover the mouth and nose will be
required for all PK-12 (including 4 year old preschool)
students and staff on buses, hallway passing time,
and in classrooms where social distancing is difficult
to maintain. Face covering breaks will be given each
class period. Some classes might be able to make
covering exceptions, as directed by the teacher, if
students are participating in non-verbal work such as
reading or assessments. Union CSD recognizes that
student abilities and tolerances for wearing a face
covering will differ by age and thus, expectations may
differ at the elementary level. Students with medical
exceptions will be required to have documentation.

Students who refuse to wear a face covering while in the
building will have to choose the online learning option.
Students will be provided with a lanyard to keep their
mask on when they are not wearing it and bags to place
them in at while eating.

Special Classes

PE will be outside as much as possible and when
physical distancing is possible, masks will be optional.
Face coverings will be encouraged in all special
classrooms including music. Kindergarten, 1st grade,
and 4th grade will have some mixed classrooms for
specials in the same grade level — they will wear face
coverings and social distancing will be observed between
classrooms. If possible at times the special area and
special education teachers will try to come into the
regular classroom. In 4th & 5th Grades, the
departmentalized setting of students moving rooms will
be limited this year for social studies and science. In
special education classes, students from different grades
will be separated in the room as much as possible.
Tables/desks will be disinfected after each class has left
the rooms in the special areas (Art, Library, Guidance),
title | reading, and special education.

Recesses

Students are to wash their hands/sanitize before and
after recess. They will stay with their own grade level
peers. They are asked to physical distance and not to
participate in activities that involve close contact.
Students may wear their face coverings at recess.

Hand Washing and Sanitizing

Students and staff will wash or sanitize their hands upon
entering and exiting the building in their classrooms.
They will continue to wash their hands throughout the
day when entering and exiting individual classrooms,
cafeteria, recesses, and special classes.

Touch Surface Cleaning

Enhanced cleaning protocols will be in place throughout
the day by all staff and after hours by the custodial staff.
Disinfecting wipes and hand sanitizer will be available in
all classrooms and halls

Cafeteria/Meals

Students will sit in assigned tables and seats in the
lunchroom with students they normally sit by in their
classroom. Social distancing will be followed in the
lunchroom and at the tables with limited seating and
diagonal seating. 3 lunch shifts will be used with time
for cleaning being added between lunch shifts.
Students will sit at assigned classroom tables for
breakfast with social distancing.



Nursing/COVID

We will have special spaces for students with
COVID Symptoms. Teachers will implement plans
to reduce unnecessary visits to the nurse’s office
(example: bandages, chapped lips, etc.) We will
follow guidance from Black Hawk County Public
Health. If a student or staff member becomes sick
with COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, the
student/staff member will be sent home. Classroom
will be thoroughly cleaned. We will follow guidance
from the Black Hawk County Public Health Dept.
We will communicate that “we have a confirmed
case in the Elementary, MS, or HS involving a
student or staff member.” We will not identify a
specific grade level.

Water Bottles

Water fountains will be shut off in the halls and
replaced by additional water fill stations. Students
will be allowed to bring water bottles to school (with
their names on them) and take them home at night
to be cleaned. Water bottle fill stations will be
available. We prefer refillable water bottles with
removal drinking lids verse disposable ones.
Student will need to make sure they do not touch the
top of their bottle to the refilling station when refilling
them.

Restrooms

Students will be asked to wash their hands or use
sanitizer before and after they use the restrooms.
PK-3rd grade classes will use their regular
classroom restrooms. 4th & 5th Grade Hall
Restrooms will have a limit of 4 students at a time -
Some sinks and urinals will be blocked off. All
restrooms will be thoroughly cleaned after school
hours.

Halls/Social Distancing

Students will follow the markings on the floor to keep
to the right side of the hallway and follow social
distancing guidelines. Face coverings will be worn in
the hallways.Social distancing of 3-6 feet will be
expected when possible at all times throughout the
school day.

Visitors

Visitors will not be allowed past the school office.
We will not have parents eat with students this year
during lunch. Volunteers will not be utilized at
school this year. For all students who need to
leave the building (have an appointment, are ill,
need to leave early, etc.) parents are asked to call
the school office upon arrival to the building and the
student will be released.

Transportations

Students will be assigned seats. Surfaces will be wiped
down between routes. Students will be spaced apart as
permitted by the number of riders. Students are required
to wear face coverings

Snacks At School

Students will only be able to bring prepackaged store
bought items for snack. Birthday and holiday treats will be
allowed as long as they are prepackaged store bought.

Extra Curricular Activities

The beginning of the year Open House will only take place
for Preschool, TK, and kindergarten students. Teachers
will contact parents to schedule this. Parents may bring
their child the first day to the outside door of their
classroom. Field Trips are postponed until further notice.
Building wide assemblies, concerts, the art show, and track
& field/fun and fitness day will be on hold until further
notice.
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